THE TELL-TALE HEART (Pre-Read)
1) What comes to mind when you think of the word ‘gothic’ (don’t look it up on your phone!). Name three things you might expect from a ‘gothic’ story.





2) How do you feel when you know you have done something someone else might think is wrong?






3) Have you ever found a feature or habit of another person to be extremely irritating? What was it? Why, exactly, did it irritate you?





4) In your own words, define the following words. You may use a dictionary as a reference.

	Foresight
	Sagacity
	Derision
	Audacity









	Waned
	Awe








	Suavity
	Hearkening






“THE TELL-TALE HEART”



CLICK HERE TO READ EDGAR ALLAN POE’S “THE TELL-TALE HEART” 
















The Tell-Tale Heart (Post-Reading): 
1. Describe the conflict in this story.  Is it external or internal?  Give evidence from the story to support your answer.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  Why does the narrator commit his crime? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why does he wait 8 days to commit his crime? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What do you think the narrator is really hearing at the end of the story?  What makes you think so?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Is Poe's narrator an example of a reliable or an unreliable narrator?  Give evidence from the story to prove your point.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Read the last page again. Close your eyes and visualize what you see taking place at the end of the story. Draw a picture below (or find an image on the Internet) – it doesn’t have to be the event itself… it can also be how you feel. 
	















7. What inspired this image? What compelled you to create this?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________



The Chaser: John Collier





READ “THE CHASER” HERE BEFORE ANSWERING ANY QUESTIONS













The Chaser: Follow-Up Questions
1. Discuss the character of Alan.  Include information on physical description, emotional qualities, and personality traits.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1. Foreshadowing is defined as a “technique in which a writer plants clues ... about events that will happen later in the narrative”. Looking back at the story, what clues were planted that might have led you to expect the ending?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1. List the specific effects the old man claims his potion will have on Alan's beloved. How does Alan react to the old man's promises?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1. What does the title of the story mean to you?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Lena Coakley’s “Mirror Image”



CLICK HERE TO READ LENA COAKLEY’S “MIRROR IMAGE”















Mirror Image Questions – Post Reading
1. The exposition of the story is deliberately written to create suspense. What questions are raised in the reader’s mind by the end of the first two paragraphs? Why do you think the author chooses to begin the story this way? What is the effect?








2. This story does not follow a typical plot diagram. Discuss why the author chose t o write the story non-linearly and decide whether it was an effective choice. Would the story be less or more effective if it was told in a linear fashion? Explain.








3. Identify the climax of the story and defend your choice.








4. In Lewis Carroll’s classic book, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, Alice undergoes a bewildering number of transformations – one moment she’s the size of a mouse, the next she’s a giant. During her adventures, she encounters a Caterpillar who raises a question often dealt with in literature:

“Who are you?” said the Caterpillar.
This was not an encouraging opening for a conversation. Alice replied, rather shyly, “I – I don’t know, Sir, just at present – at least I know who I was when I got up this morning, but I think I must have been changed several times since then.”
        “What do you mean by that?” said the Catepillar, sternly. “Explain yourself.”
“I can’t explain myself, I’m afraid, Sir,” said Alice, “because I’m not myself, you see.”
“I don’t see,” said the Caterpillar.
“I’m afraid I can’t put it more clearly,” Alice replied, very politely, “for I can’t understand it myself, to begin with; and being so many different sizes in a day is very confusing.”
“It isn’t,” said the Caterpillar. 
“Well, perhaps you haven’t found it so yet,” said Alice; “but wen you have to turn into a chrysalis – you will some day, you know – and then after that into a butterfly, I should think you’ll find it a little queer, won’t you?”
“Not a bit,” said the Caterpillar.
“Well, perhaps your feelings may be different,” said Alice: “all I know is, it would feel very queer to me.”
“You!” said the Caterpillar contemptuously. “Who are you?” 
Which brought them back again to the beginning of the conversation.

Do you think that it is helpful to draw a connection between Alice in “Mirror Image” and Alice in “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland?” Why or why not? What do you think the author might gain by alluding to another story, especially one that is well known?















James Joyce’s “Eveline” 

CLICK HERE TO READ “EVELINE” BEFORE ANSWERING FOLLOWING QUESTIONS









“Eveline” Questions – Post-Reading 
1. Why didn’t Eveline go with Frank? Was it a rational decision or more of an emotional response? What do you think about her decision? What do you think the writer thinks about her decision?



2. Where in the story is Eveline compared to an animal? Why does the writer compare her to animal? 



3. Discuss the motif (theme, design, idea) of dust which pervades the story. What does the dust symbolize?




4. There are two points of view present in this story: that of Eveline herself and that of the narrator. How can we differentiate in the story between these two points of view? What is the purpose of having these two points of view?



5. Describe Eveline’s state of mind at the port. What descriptions indicate this most clearly? 




6. Fill in the following table (note: the symbols do not have to “match”):


	Contrasting Symbols and Images Between Eveline’s life and Frank’s Life

	Dust
	The open sea

	Marget Mary Alacoque
	“awfully fond of music and sang a little”

	
	Face of bronze 

	
	

	
	

	“her head was leaned against the window curtain” 
	



Based on these symbols, what can we say that Eveline’s life represents? What about Frank’s life? 


Final Assignment

In two to three paragraphs, compare and contrast the three short stories you read during this unit. Comparison in writing discusses elements that are similar, while contrast in writing discusses elements that are different. A compare-and-contrast essay, then, analyzes two subjects by comparing them, contrasting them, or both.

In your one-page response, you should identify:
· The themes of each story and how they are similar/different
· The mood/atmosphere of each story and how they are similar/different
· The main characters of each story and how they are similar/different
· What story was your favourite and why; which story was your least favourite and why.

This assignment will be assessed based on the Encompass Essay Writing rubric can find under the Files section in teams. Please feel free to ask any questions that you may have! 
In summary…
· Assignment 1: The Tell-Tale Heart (Edgar Allan Poe)

· Assignment 2: The Chaser (John Collier)

· Assignment 3: Mirror Image (Lena Coakley)

· Assignment 4: Eveline (James Joyce)

· Final Assignment: One-Page Compare/Contrast 



